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GPSA Council special meeting 
March 27, 2010 – 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Domenici Ed. Building – room 3010 (3rd floor)  
 
I. Roll Call  
Please sign in and pick up your name plate and voting record sheet 
NOTE: No proxies or credentials can be accepted after the meeting is called to order. 
II. Approval of the agenda 
III. Spring meeting dates 
April 17, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; Domenici Ed. Building – rm 3010 
May 1, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; Domenici Ed. Building – rm 3010 
IV. Gallery & Media/Guest Speakers 15 minutes  
V. Discussion Items 
a. GPSA Court of Appeals opinion on constitutional amendments – see attached 
VI. Action Items 
a. Review and approval of rationale for constitutional changes as approved by the GPSA 
Council 
VII. Adjourn 
 
If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, 
or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or meeting, please contact 
the GPSA officer at least one week prior to the meeting or as soon as possible. Public documents, including 
agenda and minutes, can be provided in various accessible formats. Please contact the GPSA office (277-
3803) if a summary or other type or accessible format is needed. 
 
 
 
March 20th, 2010 
 
GPSA COURT OF REVIEW ADVISORY OPINION A01-GPSA-2010 
 
Chief Justice C. Kalm, 
 
A request for an Advisory Opinion was submitted to the Court by President Knudsen on a 
time sensitive Election Code issue. Having determined the procedures suitable to answering 
the questions presented, the GPSA Court of Review answers the request on three issues 
presented as follows. See GPSA Rules, Article VII(D)(2)(iv).  
 
The procedures for requesting and answering Advisory Opinions are located in Article 
VII(D)(2)(i-vi) of the GPSA Rules. Article III(F) defines which parts of the GPSA Rules 
text are “Constitution” which parts of the text are “Bylaws” and that they are “integrated” 
into the document called GPSA Rules. Article III(F)(1-3). Article X of the GPSA Rules 
governs the central issues presented, amendments, additions, and ratification. All of these 
sections have been included at the conclusion of Advisory Opinion A01-GPSA-2010.  
 
THE REQUEST FROM PRESIDENT KNUDSEN: 
 
Hello Chief Justice Kalm, 
  
The GPSA elections process is underway and at the March GPSA Council Meeting the Council 
amended the Elections Code. I request an advisory opinion with regard to the most prudent 
course of action for our elections committee given the possibly contradictory policy guiding this 
process. Please see my attached advisory opinion request below. (Additionally, the GPSA 
website has been updated with a copy of the minutes from the March GPSA Council meeting 
where the elections codes were amended.) 
  
Thank you for your prompt reply as numerous elections related deadlines are pending. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
STATEMENT OF JURISDICTION: 
 
This Court has original jurisdiction pursuant to GPSA Rules Articled VII(A). (“The Court 
of Review shall have original jurisdiction over all disputes arising under this Constitution 
or any Bylaws established under this Constitution).  This request for an advisory opinion is 
brought under GPSA Rules Article VII(D)(2)(a)(i).  
 
 
 
 
COURT OF REVIEW 
 
Chief Justice 
Charles Kalm 
NOTES OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE: 
 
The document in question is the GPSA RULES, an integrated Constitution and Bylaws 
document. The Document will be called GPSA Rules, or GPSA Integrated Rules.  The 
Constitution is the text in Bold typeface, and the Bylaws is the text in Plain (Roman) 
typeface. These two documents are integrated, despite the differences in procedures and in 
supremacy. While this may appear confusing at first, a prudent and patient analysis 
permits proper treatment of each within the integrated document.   
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Issue One: 
 
Do the “Amendments and Additions Procedure” of GPSA Const. Article X(D) apply only to 
“amendments and additions” to Bylaws, or do they also apply to “amendments and additions” to 
the GPSA Constitution?  See GPSA Rules Article III( F). 
  
ON ISSUE ONE:  
 
Amendments to the constitution have a separate procedure from amendments and 
additions to the GPSA bylaws. Article X(B), and (C) control the process for amending the 
GPSA Constitution.  
 
All text in the GPSA Integrated Rules in plain (Roman) typeface is not Constitution-text, but 
rather Bylaw-text.  I order for any text to be part of the GPSA Constitution, the text must 
receive two-thirds majority vote by council representatives in attendance at a regular 
council meeting, pass a Spring Elections vote by a majority of voting GPSA members, and 
be approved by the New Mexico Board of Regents. No text of the Integrated Rules of the 
GPSA, even if cast in boldface in error, is constitutionally part of the GPSA Constitution 
until these procedures have been followed to enact them as described in Article X of the 
GPSA Rules. Article X(B), and (C).  
 
If proposed amendments to the constitution have gone through only a portion of the 
appropriate process for amendments to the constitution in Council, and having been 
approved by the GPSA membership, not yet received the approval of the New Mexico 
Board of Regents, the text is to be treated as Bylaw text, and maintains that status until 
approval by the regents makes the text part of the GPSA Constitution.  
 
The Constitution supersedes the Bylaws in the event of any conflict, whether newer or 
older. 
 
Bylaw text is not constitutional. Bylaw text may be added or amended pursuant to Article 
X(D), which governs only amendments and additions made to the Bylaws of the GPSA  
Integrated Rules. 
  
Issue Two: 
 
If Council amends election code Bylaws in violation of the above, then directs the elections 
committee to follow new guidelines, which version of Elections Code Bylaws should elections 
committee follow? If elections committee has acted unconstitutionally in this manner, will 
adopting previous version of Elections Codes be sufficient to re-instate the constitutionality (and 
legality) of the Spring, 2010 General Election? 
  
ON ISSUE TWO: 
 
Only the headings in Appendix Three are constitutional: Preamble; I Candidate and Voter 
Eligibility, II  Notice of Elections, III Types of Elections,  IV General Election, V Council 
Chair Election, VI Special Elections, VII  Election Disputes and are subject to Article X(B) 
of the GPSA Constitution for amendment. 
  
All other text of Appendix Three which explains, defines, or enacts sections of the 
constitutional headings not in bold type face but rather cast in Plain (Roman) typeface is text 
of the integrated Bylaws of the GPSA. Bylaws provisions are subject to the bylaws 
amendment procedures set forth in Article X(D), amendments and additions to the GPSA 
bylaws shall be made in accordance with Article X (D)(1-4) of the GPSA Integrated Rules. 
 
 Violations of the process and rules for amending the GPSA Integrated Bylaws as outlined 
in Article X(D) render the proposed amendments void. Until appropriate procedure has 
been followed, the text of the GPSA Constitution and the text of the GPSA Bylaws which 
governs the Spring 2010 General Election (and all other matters) is that text as it appears 
in the last properly amended versions of the GPSA Constitution and Bylaws prior to the 
proposals at issue, or any other proposals and amendments not properly enacted pursuant 
to the rules for amending the Constitution, or the rules for amending the Bylaws, 
respectively. 
 
No amendments or additions to the Bylaw have valid effect without the approval of the 
language by the University Council’s Office. (GPSA Rules, Article X(D)(4)(ii)). 
Furthermore, unless specific language in the proposal for amendments of additions 
determines the date upon which the adopted amendments and additions take effect, the 
amendments and additions, only if properly adopted, take effect as valid Bylaw text no 
sooner than the first day of the academic year following the academic year in which the 
amendment or addition was approved. GPSA Rules, Article X(D)(4)(i).   
 
Elections held pursuant to valid Bylaw and Constitutional text are valid elections, and 
Elections following improperly amended Constitution and Bylaw text are not valid 
elections.  
 
The most current prior version of the GPSA Rules which is valid remains in effect when 
proposals are not properly adopted pursuant to Article X of the GPSA Rules. Improperly 
adopted proposal must be ignored. The Council Chair may not instruct the Election 
Committee to follow new guidelines, which have not been adopted in conformance with the 
procedures outline in article X. The Election Committee should disregard any such 
instructions by the Council Chair, seeking further judicial remedy from this court in so 
doing if necessary.  
 
Spring 2010 General Elections must follow an appropriate and valid process governed by 
Constitution and Bylaw text appropriately amended in order to be valid.  The elections 
process is governed by both the GPSA Constitution and GPSA Bylaws. A valid election 
conforms to the norms established in both documents as integrated in the GPSA Rules.  
 
Following the most current, valid versions of the GPSA Constitution and Bylaws prior to 
any improperly proposed, or improperly adopted amendments or additions, is the most 
prudent course to take. 
 
 
Issue Three: 
 
If (Issue 1) Bylaws procedures do not apply to constitutional amendments, does the Council's 
vote “to adopt the recommendations for constitutional changes” (on November 14, 2009) meet 
conditions necessary for the introduction and adoption of constitutional amendments? See GPSA 
Rules Article X.  
 
ON ISSUE THREE: 
 
Issue one Bylaws procedures do not apply to constitutional amendments. The council may 
not institute policy or conditions for amending the constitution in contradiction to the 
procedure outlined in Article X(B) and (C). Amendments or additions proposed as Bylaw 
procedures for making constitutional amendments may not institute explanatory, 
definitional, or enactment provisions, or recommendations for constitutional amendments, 
unless the procedures proposed are in conformity with the procedures and conditions 
necessary for introduction and adoption of constitutional amendments contained in Article 
X(B). The Constitution supersedes Bylaws, any procedures properly adopted as Bylaws are 
void if in contradiction to the Constitution.  Any proposed additions and amendments to 
Bylaws must be adopted in conformance with procedures set forth in Article X(D) of the 
Bylaws of the GPSA Integrated Rules. Failure to follow these procedures voids the 
proposal. 
 
The Council’s vote alone is never sufficient for amendments or additions to either the 
Bylaws or the Constitution of the GPSA. Recommendations for constitutional changes must 
follow the procedures outlined in Article X(B) in order to gain valid status: after Council 
approval by two-thirds and approval  and upon GPSA membership approval by a majority 
the status of Bylaw text is attained, and upon approval by the New Mexico Board of 
Regents, the text becomes the part of the GPSA Constitution. Amendments and additions 
to the Bylaws must conform to the procedures established in Article X(D) in order to 
become Bylaw text. Amendments and additions to the Bylaws pursuant to Article X(D) of 
the GPSA Rules require an Advisory Ruling from the University Council’s Office deeming 
the changes consistent with current University Policy, and State and Federal Laws, 
submitted to the council prior to a vote on the adoption of the addition or amendment to 
the Bylaws, in addition to the Council’s vote.  
 
Any significant deviation from the procedures outlined in Article X of the GPSA Integrated 
Rules for the amendment or addition of Constitution or Bylaws text renders the proposals 
void and invalid due to improper adoption by the Council, however innocent the errors of 
the Council and Council Chair may have been.      
 
[END] 
 
ADENDA: 
 
I. ADVISORY OPINION PROCEDURES: Article VII(D)(2) of the GPSA Rules  
 
a. Advisory Opinions:  
 
i. The President or Council may seek the advice of the Court for any matter, including, but not limited to, the 
constitutionality of any provision of the GPSA bylaws, codes or rules, or the constitutionality of any act of 
any GPSA officer or representative.  
 
ii. The President may request the advice of the Court by submitting a question in writing to the Court with a 
copy to the Council Chair.  
 
iii. The Council may request the advice of the Court upon a majority vote of the Representatives present at 
any regular or special meeting where a quorum is present. The question shall be submitted to the Court in 
writing with a copy to the President.  
 
iv. When advice of the Court is sought, the Court may follow procedures it determines in its discretion that 
are suitable to effectively research and address the question presented. The Court may ask the presenter of 
the question for clarification of the issue.  
 
v. The Court may determine that the question presented is beyond the scope of the Court’s authority, in which 
case it shall so inform the President and Council Chair of such a determination.  
 
vi. In any event, the Court shall issue a written Advisory Opinion to the President and Council chair within 30 
days of receipt of the written question.  
 
II. CONSTITUTION vs. BYLAWS: Article III- Definitions 
 
F. “Constitution”, “Bylaws”, and “This Document”  
 
1. “Constitution” refers to those portions of this document passed by the GPSA Membership and certified by the 
Board of Regents of The University of New Mexico. Text of the Constitution is always shown in this document in a 
Bold typeface.  
 
2. “Bylaws” refers to those portions of this document which explain, define, or enact sections of the Constitution. 
Text of the Bylaws is shown in this document in a Plain (Roman) typeface.  
 
3. “This Document” shall refer to the integrated Constitution and Bylaws of the Graduate and Professional Student 
Association of The University of New Mexico. 
 
III. ARTICLE X. RATIFICATION AND AMENDMENTS  
 
A. Ratification  
This Constitution shall be ratified upon receiving a two-thirds approval by Council Representatives present 
at a regular Council meeting, majority approval by GPSA members voting in the Spring Elections, and 
approval by the University of New Mexico Board of Regents.  
 
B. Amendments  
Requires a two-thirds approval by Council Representatives present at a regular Council meeting, majority 
approval by GPSA members voting in the Spring Election, and approval by the University of New Mexico 
Board of Regents.  
 
C. Regent Control  
This Constitution, including all amendments, shall be subject to modification by and under the control of the 
Board of Regents.  
 
D. Amendments and Additions Procedure  
Amendments and additions to the GPSA Bylaws shall be made according to the following procedure:  
1. Any member of GPSA may propose an amendment or addition to the GPSA Bylaws by presenting to the Council 
in writing the proposed amendment or addition.  
2. The Council Chair shall seek an advisory ruling from the University Council’s office regarding the consistency of 
the proposed amendment with current University Policy, and State and Federal laws within five (5) working days of 
the presentation of proposed amendment at a regularly scheduled Council meeting. The advisory ruling must be 
provided to Council prior to a vote on any proposed amendment.  
3. Vote on the adoption of the amendment or addition to the bylaws shall only take place at the next regular meeting 
of the Council upon a proper second. The proposal shall require a two-thirds vote of the Council Representatives 
present in order to be adopted.  
4. Effective Date for Approved Amendments  
(i) Unless otherwise specified in the resolution approving a proposed amendment, the effective date for any 
amendments shall be the first day of the academic year following the academic year in which the amendment was 
approved by Council.  
(ii) Approved amendments shall not take effect until the approved amendment language is evaluated by the 
University Council’s Office relative to current University Policy, and State and Federal.  
 
E. Context for Proposed Amendments and Additions  
Proposed Constitutional or Bylaw Amendments shall place the amendment within the appropriate context within 
this document, including specific numerical reference (Article, Section, and paragraph number).  
 
F. Regent Approval  
Constitutional Amendments approved by the GPSA Membership during a General or Special Election shall have the 
status of a bylaw until ratified or rejected by the Board of Regents.  
1. Where conflicts exist between previous bylaws and a new constitutional provision, the new constitutional 
provision will supplant the previous bylaw. 
 
  
 
Sophia E. Hammett, GPSA Elections Chair 
Department of Sociology, University of New Mexico 
MSC05 3080, 1 University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM 87131 
shammett@unm.edu  
 
To: GPSA Council Representatives 
Date: 3/20/10 
Re: Special Council Meeting: elections schedule changes, amendments, and other business.  
Dear GPSA Representatives,  
It has been an exciting first week as elections chair.  I’m happy to report that the elections 
committee has sprung into action, and that we are well-paced in our preparation for the General 
Election. In the rush, however, we encountered two obstacles.  First, the time-line for the council-
chair election was not feasible. Second, we may need to ask for more money for our advertising 
budget. Third, before publishing the amendment ballots, we seek council’s approval for the 
content introduced for amendment rationales, and the format of the amendment(s) as they will 
appear on the ballots.  Finally, it is necessary to inform the council of discrepancies between 
constitutional guidelines for amendments and current practice. See below:  
1. Calendar: The amendments to elections code Bylaws during the 3/6/10 meeting, 
resulted in contradictory and unattainable deadlines.  The new language (e.g., “class-
weeks,” instead of “X days”) means deadlines for candidate eligibility falls two days after 
deadlines for submitting advertisement to the Lobo. With Spring-Break not being a class-
week, an April 3rd election required that Council Chair candidate eligibility be determined 
by 3/4/10.  In order to reconcile timing and deadlines the April regular meeting (and 
Council Chair Election) will now to be held on the 17th instead of the 3rd,   
2. Budget: The timing places an additional burden on the elections budget, requiring us to 
run separate ads announcing candidacy, the election, as well as those for candidate 
forums.  I will have a firm estimate of cost prior to the council meeting.   
3. Constitutional Amendment Ballots: was unsure how to label the constitutional 
amendments for the ballots. Typically, these include bill numbers and rationales for each 
amendment. The format as passed does not indicate how amendments should be listed in 
the election.  Danny and Lissa are constructing the language of the rationales while the 
elections committee format’s the ballots.  However, since this is going in well after the 
amendment passed, I welcome councils’ scrutiny and approval for rationales and 
formatting before the ballot goes to the General Election 
APPENDIX ONE:  
4. Constitution and Bylaws Amendments: While we were exploring our options for 
amendments, we discovered that the procedure outlined for amending the constitution 
and bylaws (See: GPSA Const. Art. X) does not appear to be consistent with the 
procedure used.  Also (specifically: section “D”), it appears (in the very least) that 
amendments and additions to the bylaws should wait until the following academic year 
for implementation and that I have implemented the amendments for the elections code 
well ahead of schedule. Our President is seeking judicial advisement on this matter (See 
appendices 1 & 2 for more detail). But to be sure that everything is above board, I ask 
that the elections timeline as planned for this year (appendix 3), be directly approved by 
the Council. .   
If you have further questions or would like more information, don’t hesitate to contact me: 
shammett@unm.edu.   
 
Yours, 
 
Sophia Hammett 
GPSA Elections Chair  
Hammett   3/15/10 5:09 PM
Comment: Should we include copies of the 
materials sent to the judiciary?  I attached 
copies just in case.   
APPENDIX ONE:  
 
Concerns of the Elections Committee Chair regarding the 2010 GPSA Spring Election 
 
After consulting amendment procedures as outlined in the constitution, I don't know how to 
put amendments on the ballot as they have been approved by council. In order to proceed, I 
need clarification on Article X. of the GPSA constitution.  Additionally, it appears that I have 
been acting outside of the constitution/bylaws under the directive of the council.  
 
I’m sure the Council was acting in good faith in giving me these directives.  But finding that I 
am outside of the constitution/bylaws, as well as not having a clear directive about changing 
the format of amendment(s) necessitates definitive interpretation to ensure the legitimacy of 
the election.   
 
First, does Part D: “Amendments and Additions Procedure” pertain to Constitutional 
amendments, or solely to the amendment of Bylaws?  It’s unclear whether or not amendments 
as they were approved by council are consistent with the constitution and bylaws.   
 
• For constitutional amendments: X part B, “Requires a two-thirds approval by Council 
Representatives present at a regular Council meeting,” (my emphasis).   
 
• The Amendments were evaluated at a special meeting on September 26 and, the Council 
adopted the “recommendations for constitutional changes” in the November 14 regular 
council meeting.   
 
o September 26th is listed as a "special GPSA council meeting," not a regular 
meeting. During which, they considered constitutional amendments and 
changes/additions to the bylaws. Article X D (2) states, "Vote on the adoption of 
the amendment or addition to the bylaws shall only take place at the next regular 
meeting of the Council ..." 
 
 
The "Amendments and Additions Procedure" outlined in the (Article X, D 2): "The Council Chair 
shall seek an advisory ruling from the University Council’s office regarding the consistency of the 
proposed amendment with current University Policy, and State and Federal laws within five (5) 
working days of the presentation of proposed amendment at a regularly scheduled Council 
meeting. The advisory ruling must be provided to Council prior to a vote on any proposed 
amendment."   
 
• In the Oct. 3 Council Meeting Minutes, "Sid Solano moved that the GPSA Council direct 
Sean Donnelly to form a subcommittee to prepare the documents required by UNM legal 
counsel for proposed constitution amendments in today’s agenda for the Nov 7 meeting. 
Chessa Scullin seconded the motion. Vote #29: The motion passed 9 / 0 / 2 
 
There is no further mention of this subcommittee, or University Counsel’s approval of the Amendment(s) 
mentioned.  To date, no approval of amendments has passed university counsel. 1 
                                                      
1 GPSA Council Chair, Danny Hernandez is making arrangements for this. 
APPENDIX ONE:  
 
In previous years where amendments were up for the general election, they are formatted in the 
manner in which they were adopted by the GPSA Council.2 
 
• In the special meeting, amendments to the constitution and bylaws were introduced as a 
copy of the constitution with amendments in track-changes.  Does the track-changes style 
of introducing the amendments violate GPSA Const. Article X, § E? 
 
In the special meeting, council-members voted to “recommend” the proposed changes to 
the council.  The minutes list amendments/changes as they were considered, but do not 
reflect rationale for amendment.  
 
On November 14th, the amendments passed in a regular council meeting through a motion 
“to adopt recommendations for constitutional changes.” 
 
o Does passing them all at once, alongside bylaws invalidate the constitutional 
amendments in any way? 
 
o Since amendments and changes to the bylaws are contained in one document, does 
the count as one amendment?  
 
o Would enumerating these amendments and adding rationale to the language on the 
general election ballot (with Council approval) be within the constitution?  
 
I have been planning the election according to the changes the council made on the bylaws 
associated with elections code at the March 6 meeting, and (Article X D 4 (i), (ii)) “the 
effective date for any amendments shall be the first day of the academic year following the 
academic year in which the amendment was approved by Council” and “shall not take effect 
until the approved amendment language is evaluated by the University Council’s Office” 
 
• Does my acting outside of the constitution in this manner compromise the legitimacy of 
the election in any way?  (By following the “class-weeks” language, instead of the number 
of days in the original? Etc).  
                                                      
2 For example, compare the amendment here: http://www.unm.edu/~gpsa/documents/s07-001_000.pdf with its 
advertisement in the lobo: https://list.unm.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A3=ind0704a&L=gpsa-l&P=17402&E=2&B=--
_%3D%3D%3D14252046%3D%3D%3D%3Dsabik.unm.edu%3D%3D%3D_&T=application%2Fpdf  
The numbers, rationales, etc. are included in both texts.  Does changing the context of the original keep it in tact? 
APPENDIX TWO:  
 
IN THE GPSA COURT OF REVIEW OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 
 
Request for Advisory Opinion 
 
March 12, 2010 
 
 
Nature of the Case: 
GPSA President Lissa Knudsen requests this Court to issue an advisory opinion 
regarding the interpretation of GPSA Constitution, Article X, § D and recent 
amendments to the Appendix Three: Elections Codes.  
 
Statement of Jurisdiction: 
This Court has original jurisdiction pursuant to GPSA Const. art. VII, § A, “The 
Court of Review shall have original jurisdiction over all disputes arising under this 
Constitution or any Bylaws established under this Constitution.”  This request for an 
advisory opinion is brought under GPSA Const. art. VII, § D(2)(a)(i), “The 
President or Council may seek the advice of the Court for any matter …”  “[T]he 
Court shall issue a written Advisory Opinion to the President and Council chair 
within 30 days of receipt of the written question.”  Id. at D(2)(a)(vi). 
---------------------  
 
Issue One: 
Do the “Amendments and Additions Procedure” of GPSA Const. Article X, § D 
apply only to “amendments and additions” to Bylaws, or do they also apply to 
“amendments and additions” to the GPSA Constitution?  See GPSA Const. Art. III, 
§ F.3 
 
Issue Two: 
If Council amends election code Bylaws in violation of the above, then directs the 
elections committee to follow new guidelines, which version of Elections Code 
Bylaws should elections committee follow? If elections committee has acted 
unconstitutionally in this manner, will adopting previous version of Elections Codes 
be sufficient to re-instate the constitutionality (and legality) of the Spring, 2010 
General Election? 
 
                                                      
3 “1. ‘Constitution’ refers to those portions of this document passed by the GPSA Membership and certified by the 
Board of Regents of The University of New Mexico.  Text of the Constitution is always shown in this document in a 
Bold typeface. 
“2. ‘Bylaws’ refers to those portions of this document which explain, define, or enact sections of the Constitution.  
Text of the Bylaws is shown in this document in a Plain (Roman) typeface.” 
APPENDIX TWO:  
Issue Three: 
If (Issue 1) Bylaws procedures do not apply to constitutional amendments, does the 
Council's vote “to adopt the recommendations for constitutional changes” (on 
November 14, 2009) meet conditions necessary for the introduction and adoption of 
constitutional amendments? See GPSA Const. Art. X.  
 
 
__________________ 
Lissa Knudsen 
GPSA President 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX THREE:  
GPSA Elections Timeline: (3/15)  
 
3/9/10   First meeting for elections committee 
(a) Coordinate elections committee, hold meeting, delegate responsibilities, 
etc.  
(b)  Contact ITS, learn about elections procedures and requirements  
 
(3/11)   Call for candidacy to the GPSA listserv (done) 
 
3/10-3/12/10   Call for candidacy to run in Lobo (seh 3/09) 
3/10    Clarify elections timeline (seh 3/09) 
  Seek judicial review about amendment issues (seh, Dean DH) 
 
3/15-3/19/10 Format constitutional amendment ballots (Due: 3/19)  
After receiving language of rationales for amendments from Council Chair please compare 
amendments for the following sections with the minutes approved in the December 
meeting, and format ballots with rationale at the top in italics, three versions of the 
relevant text (original, strike/insert, and new language).   
 
Billy  ARTICLE III D, E, F, G,  
   ARTICLE IV D7, D8,  
Fred  ARTICLE IV E1, F1, F2 
 
Michael ARTICLE V C3, D2, D3, D4a-d, 
 
Matt  ARTICLE V [D5-6], D7, E1, F4a(i), F4a(ii)a-d, F4a(iii), F4(iv) 
 
Dean Assistance with legislative/constitutional compliance of election 
   rationale language for before council meeting 3/27 
  
Cynthia Meet with Sophie   
Draft election ad for Lobo  
   -proof format for amendments 
   -email GPSA listserv announcing call for candidacy 
 -Assist with language for introducing amendments for council ballot 
approval  
 
Sophie  Meet with ITS and coordinate elections procedures 
 
APPENDIX THREE:  
 
3/23 2pm Sophie to meet with Aaron ITS.   
 
(3/24) Work with GSAs and PIRG to schedule candidate forums/debates*? 
Room/time between 3/31-4/16.   
 
3/24/10 5pm  Council Chair and Presidential candidate submission deadline  
 
3/25/10 5pm  Deadline for determining eligibility for council chair candidacy 
  Elections Committee meeting at GPSA office, TBA 
  Submit ad for lobo to run 3/25-3/29, by 5pm 
 
3/27  Special Council meeting 11am  
 
3/29-3/31/10  Ad to appear in Lobo announcing General Election 
 
4/5/10  Week of   
work with ITS to finalize ballots 
 Format  GPSA Council Chair Ballots 
  
Contact GSA representatives with reminders of upcoming election, 
instructions (and forms for) proxy voting.  
 
4/14/10  1pm deadline to submit elections ad with full platforms, and amendments 
for publication in the Lobo 
 
4/16/10  Full page ad should appear in Lobo 
 
4/17th   GPSA Council Election 
  Count Council Chair ballots 
 
4/19-4/22/10  Conduct General Election 
 
4/23/10 12pm  Deadline for delivering election results to GPSA Council Chair and 
President 
 
Change  Explanation 
In table of contents: 
APPENDIX TWO:  
GRANTS CODES  I. STUDENT RESEARCH ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE 
(SRAC) Student Research Grant Committee (SRGC) 
This is a bylaws level change. 
The grants committees were combined in practice by the previous administration. 
The change seems to have worked and this changes reflects this change.  
 
ARTICLE III. DEFINITIONS 
D. Department Refers to any degree-granting graduate and professional programs, 
divisions, departments, schools, and colleges within The University of New 
Mexico and defined by the 21 day enrollment report provided by the Office of the 
Registrar as incorporated by reference 
This is a bylaws level change. 
The 21 day report is, by constitution, what defines the number of representatives 
a department gets. But “department” isn’t defined anywhere. This definition 
corrects that omission and aligns it with  how we determine how many 
representatives a department is allocated.  
ARTICLE III. DEFINITIONS 
E. Recognized Department Students Association 
The organization empowered to certify representatives to the Council and 
to receive Pro‐Rated Benefit (PB) Funds. Requirements for Recognized 
Departmental Student Association status are described in Section 
V.C.2.b.(i) through V.C.2.b.(iv) of this document. Hereinafter also referred to 
as RDSA. 
This is a bylaws level change. 
This addition codifies an acronym. 
ARTICLE III. DEFINITIONS 
F. Meeting 
For a recognized meeting to occur, Council, Boards, and Committees of the 
GPSA shall meet all requirements of the New Mexico Open Meetings Law. 
At the beginning of each term,  
1. The Council Chair shall post the regular meeting dates for that semester 
no later than the second meeting of the semester. 
2. The Council shall follow all requirements of the New Mexico Open 
Meetings Act, as shall the Executive Board when acting on behalf of the 
Council. No later than the October Council meeting, the GPSA Council shall 
adopt an Open Meeting Meetings Act resolution. 
3. Unless otherwise defined in this document, all meeting meetings of the 
GPSA shall be conducted according to the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of 
Order, Newly Revised. 
This is a bylaws level change. 
This change clarifies and expands what it takes to hold a Council meeting and adds 
that the Executive Board must also adhere to the NM Open Meetings Act when 
acting on Council’s behalf.  
The changes gives the Council until the October meeting to pass an Open 
Meetings Act so that the mostly newly elected Representatives have time to 
better understand what they are voting on.  
These changes correct a typo where “meeting” should have been “meetings.” 
These changes clarify what latest version of Robert’s Rules of Order should be 
used.  
ARTICLE III. DEFINITIONS 
G. “Constitution,” “Bylaws,” and “This Document” 
2. “Bylaws” refers to those portions of this document which explain, define, 
or 
enact sections of the Constitution. The bylaws are distinct from the 
Constitution in this the text of the Bylaws is shown in this document in a 
plain (Roman) typeface. 
3. "Codes" refers to those portions of this document that explain, define, or 
This is a bylaws level change. 
These changes help flag that there is a difference between bylaws and 
constitution – something that many readers of this document don’t often 
understand. 
The definition of “codes” has been omitted and these changes correct that 
omission.   
Change  Explanation 
enact sections of the Bylaws and are included in the appendix of this 
document. 
ARTICLE IV PRESIDENT 
D: Duties 
7. Shall oversee attendance review reports of all appointees to joint 
Student‐Faculty committees, university and other policy‐making 
bodies and ad hoc executive committees. 
This is a constitutional level change. 
This change clarifies this presidential duty.   
ARTICLE IV PRESIDENT 
D: Duties 
8. The President is the administrator of the GPSA website.
This is a constitutional level change. 
We wanted to identify who is ultimately responsible for the GPSA website.  
ARTICLE IV PRESIDENT 
E. Stipend 
1. Financial Compensation. Shall be equivalent to the minimum GA I 
TA stipend, as determined by the Student Government Accounting 
Office and the Office of Graduate Studies. Compensation shall include 
the President’s Education Grant. Shall be equivalent to the minimum 
post‐master .5 FTE GA stipend, as determined by the Office of 
Graduate Studies. Compensation shall be based on a twelve month 
assistantship, include health benefits, and 12 credit hours per year 
tuition remission. 
This is a constitutional level change. 
The Student Government Accounting Office and the Office of Graduate Studies 
determined that this is the correct 0.5 FTE  ‐ and this change codifies what they’ve 
told us is the case. 
ARTICLE IV PRESIDENT 
F. Removal 
1. Impeachment procedures. A motion to consider removal, seconded, 
requires a simple majority passes that motion vote at a duly called 
GPSA Council meeting. The GPSA Council Chair shall then call a 
special meeting no sooner than one nor later than two calendar weeks 
after the meeting at which the motion was made and passed. A 
two‐thirds (2/3s) vote of the Council Representatives present at that 
special meeting is required for removal. 
2. Recall procedures. A petition with GPSA members signatures 
numbering thirty percent (30%) of the total number of votes counted 
at the most recent general election must be presented at a regular 
GPSA Council meeting in order to schedule a recall. The recall 
election shall be publicized and shall occur within 20 days of the 
Council meeting at which the petition was presented. A simple 
majority of those voting in the recall election is required for removal.
This is a constitutional level change. 
This amendment simplifies the language.”Simple majority” is not a recognized 
term in Robert’s Rules of Order and “majority” is.  
Adding parenthetical numerals after a number is constant throughout this 
document but missed in this section.  
ARTICLE V. COUNCIL 
C. Council Representatives: 
3. Council Representative Duties 
a. Read and understand the GPSA Constitution and Bylaws 
b. Understand Roberts Rules of Order 
c. Attend regularly scheduled meetings 
This is a bylaws level change. 
The duties of every other entity mentioned in this document has been defined 
except for Council Representatives. The GPSA Council feels that it is important 
that expectations for GPSA Representatives be spelled out and that these are 
reasonable expectations for its Representatives.  
Change  Explanation 
(i) Read and become familiar with meeting agenda and all agenda items 
(ii) If unable to attend, confer with alternate to attend and/or select a proxy (see 
Const. Art. V.D. 5) 
d. Advise department regarding GPSA funding and other opportunities for students 
including drafting new legislation or resolutions 
ARTICLE V. COUNCIL 
D. Council Procedures 
3. Quorum: As long as the official GPSA Council Representatives of a 
department are notified by email, the agenda is posted on the GPSA 
website, notice is sent over the GPSA listserv, and the meeting is 
announced using the campus media at least one calendar week in 
advance, a A quorum is established and consists of Council 
Representatives from at least six departments physically present at 
the meeting. 
4. Notice: The Council Chair shall post the date, time, meeting 
location, and agenda at least one calendar week in advance of all 
regular and special Council meetings. "Post" means providing the 
above information: 
a. On paper to be affixed in the window next to the GPSA office 
front door, 
b. on the the GPSA website, 
i. The GPSA Council Chair shall have access to the GPSA 
website for posting purposes. 
c. to the Daily Lobo, and 
d. via email to the GPSA listserv. 
This is a constitutional level change. 
Quorum is currently defined by notification requirements. This is unique to the 
UNM GPSA Constitution, so we split out the definition of quorum from 
notification requirements.  
We’ve increased notification requirements to give more notice to give for Council 
Representatives more time to check in with their constituents on action items. 
In the past, the GPSA Council Chair was not given access to the GPSA Website by 
the executive branch. “i.” codifies that he or she shall have access to the website 
for posting purposes to avoid this problem in the future.  
ARTICLE V. COUNCIL 
D. Council Procedures 
6. 7. Procedures for Regular and Special Meetings of the Council 
The Council shall determine the code of parliamentary procedure to be 
used throughout the tenure of a newly elected Council Chair. GPSA 
Standing Rules and Parliamentary procedures shall be followed at all GPSA 
Council meetings. 
This is a bylaws level change. 
This codifies that Parliamentary rules, as modified by standing rules, shall be the 
way all GPSA Council meetings are to run.   
ARTICLE V. COUNCIL 
F. Council Chair 
4. Duties: 
a. Call and preside over GPSA Council meetings. 
(i) Be responsible for ensuring the proper conduct and effectiveness of the GPSA 
Council and verifying and monitoring Council Representative or Alternate 
attendance. 
(ii) Be responsible for the preparation and distribution of all agendas, minutes, 
and written material presented to the Council. 
a .Electronic call for new agenda items at least two calendar weeks before the 
This is a bylaws level change. 
(i) Attendance is necessary both for quorum and for a Representative to retain the 
right to sign over a proxy (vote). This added phrase codifies this, which is 
something the Council Chair has to do in practice anyway. From another 
perspective, this gives a new Council Chair a directive (s)he’d have to abide by 
anyway. 
(ii) a. – d. This parallels the changes in the constitution (V. D. 3. & 4.) that 
increases notification requirements to give more notice and more time for Council 
Representatives to check with their constituents on action items. 
 
Change  Explanation 
scheduled GPSA Council meeting: email to GPSA listserv and post on GPSA 
website including indication of an appropriate submission deadline and format at 
the Council Chair’s discretion (see Standing Rules updated at the beginning of 
each semester);  
b. Meeting reminder notice at least one calendar week before the scheduled 
GPSA Council meeting: email to GPSA listserv, post to GPSA website and in the 
GPSA office, and submit to the Daily Lobo (including the locations 
where readers might access the full draft agenda);  
c. Draft agenda five working days before a scheduled GPSA Council meeting: email 
to GPSA listserv, post to GPSA website and in the GPSA office; 
d. Final agenda and supporting materials at least 24 hours 
before a scheduled GPSA Council meeting: email to GPSA 
listserv and post to the GPSA website and in the GPSA 
office. 
(iii) Provide adequate at least one calendar week notice of 
meetings to all Council Representatives and provide Council 
Representatives with copies of all pending legislation. 
(iv) Assemble for distribution to all Council Representatives a 
working outline of parliamentary procedure according to Council’s 
mandate. 
(v) Choose to cast a deciding vote in the event of a tie in a nonelection 
GPSA Council vote. 
ARTICLE VI COMMITEES 
B. GPSA Standing Committees 
1. Executive Board: 
b. Duties: 
(iv) Make decisions on behalf of the Council between Council 
meetings only as necessary during the summer and only in the case 
of an emergency as defined in the Open Meetings Act during the 
winter Intercession. 
This is a constitution level change. 
This amendment reflects the wishes of the GPSA Council to limit when the 
Executive Board can act on its behalf. The way the language was previously 
written, the Executive Board could meet during intersession against Council’s will.  
This makes certain that the Executive Board only makes decisions when the GPSA 
Council cannot meet and only in emergency situations are defined in the New 
Mexico Open Meetings Act.  
 
ARTICLE VI COMMITEES 
B. GPSA Standing Committees 
c. Yearly stipend for the Standing Committee Chairs shall be 
determined by the President and approved by Council at its April 
meeting. Yearly stipend for the standing committee chairs shall be a 
minimum of five (5) percent of the President’s stipend excluding the Grants 
committee Chairs who shall receive a minimum of fourteen (14) percent of 
the President’s stipend each. Committee Chairs may only receive amounts 
beyond the minimum stipend at the discretion of the council towards the end 
of the academic year.” The maximum yearly compensation for committee 
chairs shall be 10% of president’s stipend, excluding grants committee 
chairs whose maximum compensation shall be 19% of the president’s 
This is a bylaws level change. 
This language codifies how much of a stipend standing committee chairs receive 
by linking them to a percentage of the President’s stipend. The concern here is 
that a GPSA President can slip by a newly elected council stipends that are out of 
scale with the workload. Please note that the two Grants Chairs get a higher 
stipend due to the amount work the tasks require. The ranges give the President 
some latitude to adjust stipends according to situations that present themselves.  
 
Change  Explanation 
stipend. 
ARTICLE VI COMMITEES 
B. GPSA Standing Committees 
3. Student Grants Committee Student Research Allocations 
Committee (SRAC): 
a. Allocate SRAC and ST funds according to the Bylaws and 
Council guidelines. 
(i) The GPSA Grants Codes, which governs SRAC and ST grant policy, shall appear 
as Appendix #2 of this document. 
b. Provide an annual written report to the Council at its April meeting. 
 (i) The written report shall contain the total amount of SRAC and ST allocations 
awarded during the Fall, Spring, and Summer semesters. 
(ii) The report shall contain a breakdown of awards and applications by College, 
School, and Department. 
(iii) The report shall provide details of the total allocation and the 
balance. 
c. Allocate Travel Committee funds according to the Bylaws and 
Council guidelines. 
(i) The GPSA Grants Codes, which governs Travel Fund grant 
policy, shall appear as Appendix #2 of this document. 
d. Provide an annual written report to the Council at its April 
meeting. 
5. Specialized Travel Committee: 
a. Allocate Travel Committee funds according to the Bylaws and 
Council guidelines. 
(i) The GPSA Grants Codes, which governs Travel Fund grant policy, shall appear as 
Appendix #2 of this document. 
b. Provide an annual written report to the Council at its April meeting. 
c. Other duties as directed by the Council in writing.
This is a bylaws level change. 
This is a case of rewriting language to follow the practice that has shown the best 
results. This language combines the SRAC and ST committees (and chairs) into 
one. The reason for this is that ST Committees have very little work and SRAC 
committees have considerably more. Combining the two chairs allows the GPSA 
President to get one quality person and avoids deciding how much to pay for 
unequal work.  
ARTICLE VI COMMITEES 
B. GPSA Standing Committees 
8. Graduate Research and Development Committee: 
c. Committee Chair 
ii. The annual stipend of the GRD Chair shall be recommended by 
the GPSA President and approved by the GPSA Council. This 
stipend shall be no more than fourteen (14) percent and no more than nineteen 
(19) percent of the President's stipend each. no less than one (1) percent, and no 
more than three (3) percent, of the total amount allocated for the GRD process 
during the current fiscal year, but shall not exceed two thousand dollars 
($2,000.00). 
This is a bylaws level change. 
This change reflects  the changes in VI B. c. 
 
